
 

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

WELCOME TO CZECH REPUBLIC 

 

 

 

 

Relocation Guide CZECH REPUBLIC 

International Recruitment Permanent Placement Relocation Advisory 



 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With this guide we attempt to give you some useful information about Czech Republic and the first steps on what you have to do 
before you start to work there. 

*All the information presented in this document should only be served as your reference. Please do your own research to decide 
whether Czech Republic is a right place for you and your family. The information contained in this Relocation Guide is public and has 
been taken from various un-official channels. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
A small country in central Europe, The Czech Republic is a great attraction to the expat, now it has restored itself to its former glory 
following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the so called ‘velvet revolution’ in 1993 when they separated from Slovakia.Dotted 
with romantic fairytale castles, medieval towns and villages, spectacular architecture in its fine historic buildings and churches The 
Czech Republic is truly a special place. 
 
Capital: The capital of the Czech Republic, Prague is a culture filled city overlooked by a magnificent castle and has become one of 
the most attractive and visited cities in the world. 
 

 
 
The Czech Republic has two distinct regions Bohemia and Moravia both geographical tapestries of beauty and each reflecting their 
own differences in historical development. The diverse beauty of this small but mighty country is seen in the landscape from the 
spectacular river valley of the Morava as it rolls through the lush pastures, wooded hillsides and sweeping vineyards, to the 
magnificent, mountain range that borders Bohemia and protects the low lying river valley of the Vltava and the gentle Labe River.  
 
Bohemia is brimming with historic monuments, castles, churches and chateaux, it is not surprising therefore that the Czech Republic 
has so many designated world heritage sights that will delight all history loving expats.A landlocked country in central Europe, the 
Czech Republic is a member of the European Union and NATO. It shares its borders with Germany to the west, Poland to the north 
and Slovakia in the east and Austria in the south. 
 
Surface area: 78,866 km2 (116th) 
Time zone: CET (UTC+1) - Summer (DST) CEST (UTC+2) 
Currency: The official currency of the Czech Republic is the Czech Koruna – symbol Kc and international abbreviation CZK. 1 koruna 
equals 100 hellers (haler – hal). Bank notes are in denominations of – 5000 Kc, 2000, 1000, 500, 200, 100 and 50Kc. Coins are in 
denominations of 50Kc, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1Kc. 
 

 100.00 CZK  = 3.70084 EUR (Aprox-Oct 2016) 

 1 EUR  = 27.0215 CZK  (Aprox-Oct 2016) 
 
Constitution: Principality of Bohemia c. 870 => Kingdom of Bohemia 1198 => Czechoslovakia 28 October 1918 => Czech Socialist 
Republic 1 January 1969 => Czech Republic 1 January 1993 
Population: The population in the Czech Republic in September 2016 was estimated to be 10,556,129  
 
 
 
 

Facts & Figures about Czech Republic 
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LargestCities 
1 Prague 1,272,690 
2 Brno 378,965 
3 Ostrava 310 464 
4 Plzeň 172,932 
5 Liberec 104,946 
6 Olomouc 102,004 
7 ÚstínadLabem 100,003 
8 HradecKrálové 94,242 
9 ČeskéBudějovice 93,883 

10 Pardubice 91,073 
11 Havířov 82,679 
12 Zlín 76,011 
13 Kladno 70,178 
14 Most 67,058 
15 Karviná 59,627 
16 Opava 58,643 
17 Frýdek-Místek 58,193 
18 Karlovy Vary 53,737 
19 Jihlava 50,761 
20 Děčín 50,621 

 
President: Miloš Zeman 
Prime Misnister: Bohuslav Sobotka 
Government and Politics: The Czech Republic is a pluralist multi-party parliamentary representative democracy, with the Prime 
Minister as head of government. The Parliament (ParlamentČeskérepubliky) is bicameral, with the Chamber of Deputies (Czech: 
Poslaneckásněmovna) (200 members) and the Senate (Czech: Senát) (81 members). 
 
The President of the Czech Republic was being selected by a joint session of the parliament for a five-year term, with no more than 
two consecutive terms. This system was practised between years 1993–2012. Since 2013 the presidential election is direct. The 
president is a formal head of state with limited specific powers, most importantly to return bills to the parliament, nominate 
constitutional court judges for the Senate's approval and dissolve the parliament under certain special and unusual circumstances. 
He also appoints the prime minister, as well the other members of the cabinet on a proposal by the prime minister. From 2013 on, 
the president is elected by the public, not the parliament. MilošZeman was the first directly elected Czech President. 
 
The Prime Minister is the head of government and wields considerable powers, including the right to set the agenda for most foreign 
and domestic policy, mobilize the parliamentary majority and choose government ministers. 
 
The members of the Chamber of Deputies are elected for a four-year term by proportional representation, with a 5% election 
threshold. There are 14 voting districts, identical to the country's administrative regions. The Chamber of Deputies, the successor to 
the Czech National Council, has the powers and responsibilities of the now defunct federal parliament of the former Czechoslovakia. 
 
The members of the Senate are elected in single-seat constituencies by two-round runoff voting for a six-year term, with one-third 
elected every even year in the autumn. The first election was in 1996, for differing terms. This arrangement is modeled on the U.S. 
Senate, but each constituency is roughly the same size and the voting system used is a two-round runoff. The Senate is unpopular 
among the public and suffers from low election turnout, overall roughly 30% in the first round and 20% in the second. 
 
Religions: During the years of rule by the Soviet Union, the official policy regarding religion was one of Atheism but, after the 
collapse of communism, the Czech Republic saw a resurgence of religious freedom particularly Roman Catholicism which is the 
majority denomination. There is also a strong following to the Eastern Orthodox Church and smaller representation of the 
Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren. 
 
Administrative divisions: Since 2000, the Czech Republic is divided into thirteen regions (Czech: kraje, singular kraj) and the capital 
city of Prague. Each region has its own elected Regional Assembly (krajskézastupitelstvo) and hejtman (usually translated as hetman 
or "president"). In Prague, their powers are executed by the city council and the mayor. The older seventy-six districts (okresy, 
singular okres) including three "statutory cities" (without Prague, which had special status) lost most of their importance in 1999 in 
an administrative reform; they remain as territorial divisions and seats of various branches of state administration. 
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Region Czech Population 
 Prague HlavníměstoPraha 1,251,072 

 Central BohemianRegion Středočeskýkraj 1,256,850 

 South BohemianRegion Jihočeskýkraj 637,723 

 PlzeňRegion Plzeňskýkraj 571,831 

 Karlovy Vary Region Karlovarskýkraj 307,38 

 ÚstínadLabemRegion Ústeckýkraj 835,814 

 LiberecRegion Liberecký kraj 439,458 

 HradecKrálovéRegion Královéhradeckýkraj 554,37 

 PardubiceRegion Pardubický kraj 516,777 

 OlomoucRegion Olomoucký kraj 641,555 

 Moravian-SilesianRegion Moravskoslezskýkraj 1,244,837 

 South MoravianRegion Jihomoravskýkraj 1,152,819 

 ZlínRegion Zlínskýkraj 590,527 

 VysočinaRegion KrajVysočina 514,805 

 
Ethnic Groups: About 95% of the ethnic population in the Czech Republic are Czech and other ethnic groups are made up from 
German, Roma, Polish and Hungarian. The capital of the Czech Republic, Prague has the highest percentage of expatriates including a 
growing number of UK citizens, Italian, Turkish, Croatian and Slovak=> 63.7% Czechs, 4.9% Moravians,1.4% Slovaks, 29.9% others / 
unspecified.There were 436,116 foreigners residing in the country in October 2009, according to the Czech Interior 
Ministry.Immigration increased the population by almost 1% in 2007. About 77,000 new foreigners settle down in the Czech Republic 
every year. 
 
Official Language: The language spoken predominantly in the Czech Republic is Czech which is a West Slavic language and is mutually 
intelligible with Slovak. Until the late 19th century, the Czech language was known in English as Bohemian. 
 
Officially recognized minority languages: Slovak, German, Polish, Bulgarian, Croatian, Greek, Hungarian, Romanian, Russian, Serbian, 
Ukrainian. 
 
Other Social Indicators/ General Information: Population density: 134pers/km2 // GDP (PPP) 2012 estimate Per capita $27,190 // 
GDP (nominal) 2012 estimate Per capita $18,579 // Estimates of Czech fertility rate in 2012 are among the lowest in the world at 
1.27 children per woman. 
 
Public Holidays: All the usual Christian-tradition European holidays are celebrated, such as New Years and Christmas. In addition, the 
Czech Republic also commemorates Labour Day (May 1), Liberation from Fascism Day (May 8), Day of Slavic Missionaries St Cyril and 
St Methodius (July 5), Commemoration of the John Huss Martyrdom (July 6), St Wenceslas Day (September 28), Establishment of 
Czechoslovak Republic (October 28), Freedom and Democracy Day (November 17). 
 
History:The Czech Republic is a landlocked country in Central Europe. The country is bordered by Germany to the west, Austria to 
the south, Slovakia to the east and Poland to the north. Its capital and largest city, with 1.3 million inhabitants, is Prague. The Czech 
Republic includes the historical territories of Bohemia and Moravia and a small part of Silesia. 
 
The Czech state, formerly known as Bohemia, was formed in the late 9th century as a small duchy around Prague, at that time under 
the dominance of the powerful Great Moravian Empire. After the fall of the Empire in 907, the centre of power was transferred from 
Moravia to Bohemia, under the Přemyslids. Since 1002 it was formally recognized as part of the Holy Roman Empire. In 1212 the 
duchy was raised to a kingdom and during the rule of Přemyslid dukes/kings and their successors, the Luxembourgs, the country 
reached its greatest territorial extent (13th–14th century). During the Hussite wars the kingdom faced economic embargoes and 
crusades from all over Europe. Following the Battle of Mohács in 1526, the Kingdom of Bohemia was gradually integrated into the 
Habsburg monarchy as one of its three principal parts, alongside the Archduchy of Austria and the Kingdom of Hungary. The 
Bohemian Revolt (1618–20) lost in the Battle of White Mountain, led to Thirty Years War and further centralization of the monarchy 
including forced recatholization and Germanization. With the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire in 1806, the Bohemian kingdom 
became part of the Austrian Empire. In the 19th century the Czech lands became the industrial powerhouse of the monarchy and the 
core of the Republic of Czechoslovakia which was formed in 1918, following the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire after World 
War I. After 1933, Czechoslovakia remained the only democracy in central and eastern Europe. 
 
After the Munich Agreement, Polish annexation of Zaolzie and German occupation of Czechoslovakia and the consequent disillusion 
with the Western response and gratitude for the liberation of the major portion of Czechoslovakia by the Red Army, the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia won the majority in the 1946 elections. In the 1948 coup d'état, Czechoslovakia became a communist-ruled 
state. In 1968, the increasing dissatisfaction culminated in attempts to reform the communist regime. The events, known as the 
Prague Spring of 1968, ended with an invasion by the armies of the Warsaw Pact countries (with the exception of Romania); the 
troops remained in the country until the 1989 Velvet Revolution, when the communist regime collapsed. On 1 January 1993, 
Czechoslovakia peacefully dissolved into its constituent states, the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. 
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In 2006, the Czech Republic became first former member of the Comecon to achieve the status of a developed country according to 
the World Bank. In addition, the country has the highest human development in Central and Eastern Europe, ranking as a "Very High 
Human Development" nation. It is also ranked as the third most peaceful country in Europe and most democratic and healthy (by 
infant mortality) country in the region. It is a pluralist multi-party parliamentary representative democracy, a member of the 
European Union, NATO, the OECD, the OSCE, the Council of Europe and the Visegrád Group. 
 
Geography :The Czech landscape is exceedingly varied. Bohemia, to the west, consists of a basin drained by the Elbe (Czech: Labe) 
and the Vltava (or Moldau) rivers, surrounded by mostly low mountains, such as the Krkonoše range of the Sudetes. The highest 
point in the country, Sněžka at 1,602 m, is located here. Moravia, the eastern part of the country, is also quite hilly. It is drained 
mainly by the Morava River, but it also contains the source of the Oder River (Czech: Odra). 
 
Water from the landlocked Czech Republic flows to three different seas: the North Sea, Baltic Sea and Black Sea. The Czech Republic 
also leases the Moldauhafen, a 30,000-square-metre (7.4-acre) lot in the middle of the Hamburg Docks, which was awarded to 
Czechoslovakia by Article 363 of the Treaty of Versailles, to allow the landlocked country a place where goods transported down 
river could be transferred to seagoing ships. The territory reverts to Germany in 2028. Phytogeographically, the Czech Republic 
belongs to the Central European province of the Circumboreal Region, within the Boreal Kingdom. According to the World Wide 
Fund for Nature, the territory of the Czech Republic can be subdivided into four ecoregions: the Central European mixed forests, 
Pannonian mixed forests, Western European broadleaf forests and Carpathian montane conifer forests. 
 
There are four national parks in the Czech Republic. The oldest is Krkonoše National Park (Biosphere Reserve), Šumava National Park 
(Biosphere Reserve), Podyjí National Park, Bohemian Switzerland. 
 
Climate / Weather: The Czech Republic has a temperate continental climate, with relatively hot summers and cold, cloudy and 
snowy winters. The temperature difference between summer and winter is relatively high, due to the landlocked geographical 
position. 
 
Within the Czech Republic, temperatures vary greatly, depending on the elevation. In general, at higher altitudes, the temperatures 
decrease and precipitation increases. The wettest area in the Czech Republic is found around BílýPotok in Jizera Mountains and the 
driest region is the Louny District to the northwest of Prague. Another important factor is the distribution of the mountains; 
therefore, the climate is quite varied. At the highest peak of Sněžka (1,602 m), the average temperature is only −0.4 °C, whereas in 
the lowlands of the South Moravian Region, the average temperature is as high as 10 °C. The country's capital, Prague, has a similar 
average temperature, although this is influenced by urban factors. 
 
The coldest month is usually January, followed by February and December. During these months, there is usually snow in the 
mountains and sometimes in the major cities and lowlands. During March, April and May, the temperature usually increases rapidly, 
especially during April, when the temperature and weather tends to vary widely during the day. Spring is also characterized by high 
water levels in the rivers, due to melting snow with occasional flooding. The warmest month of the year is July, followed by August 
and June. On average, summer temperatures are about 20 °C higher than during winter. Temperatures above 30 °C  are not unusual. 
Summer is also characterized by rain and storms. 
 
Autumn generally begins in September, which is still relatively warm and dry. During October, temperatures usually fall below 15 °C 
or 10 °C  and deciduous trees begin to shed their leaves. By the end of November, temperatures usually range around the freezing 
point. The coldest temperature ever measured was in Litvínovice near ČeskéBudějovice in 1929, at −42.2 °C (−44.0 °F) and the 
hottest measured, was at 40.4 °C (104.7 °F) in Dobřichovice in 2012. 
 
Most rain falls during the summer. Sporadic rainfall is relatively constant throughout the year (in Prague, the average number of days 
per month experiencing at least 0.1 mm of rain varies from 12 in September and October to 16 in November) but concentrated 
heavy rainfall (days with more than 10 mm per day) are more frequent in the months of May to August (average around two such 
days per month). 
 
CULTURE  

 
The Czech people are great traditionalists and have a strong sense of community. Their rich 
historic heritage can be seen in their music, dance and festivals throughout the year. 
For the expat with a hankering for good, wholesome food, the Czech people love all kinds of 
meat, vegetables, dumplings and gravy and, for the expat with a sweet tooth they love their 
sweet foods such as fruit dumplings and buchy (buns filled with jam) and, of course, that 
ubiquitous dish the apple strudel. 
 
The Czech Republic has produced some very famous people including the composer Antonin 
Dvorak (1841 – 1904), Professor Jaroslav Heyrovsky who was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry in 1959 and Jaroslav Seifert who received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 
1984.Cultural life in the Czech Republic is represented abroad by the country’s many famous 
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composers: Bedřich Smetana, Leoš Janáček, Antonin Dvořák, Bohuslav Martinů and Erwin Schulhoff are synonymous with musical life 
in the Czech Republic. Czech films, both pre- and post-Soviet era, enjoy great popularity in Europe. So does Krtek, the little mole, 
probably the Czech Republic’s most famous export, who has been a fixture in children’s television in 80 countries around the world.  
 
The Good Soldier Švejk, a military satire by Jaroslav Hašek about life in the Czech Republic towards the end of the Habsburg Empire, 
has been translated into numerous languages. Other world famous Czech writers include Milan Kundera and, of course, the late 
Vaclav Havel. 
 
The Czech Republic has a famous tradition of puppetry and (often comical) marionette theater. Slavic humor may not be everybody’s 
cup of tea, but you will undoubtedly encounter it while living in the Czech Republic. 
 
Science:The Czech lands have a rich scientific tradition. Important inventions include the modern contact lens, the separation of 
modern blood types, and the production of the Semtex plastic explosive. Prominent scientists who lived and worked in historically 
Czech lands include Mendel, Bolzano, Brebera, Burian or Jirásek. A number of other scientists are also connected in some way with 
the Czech Lands, including astronomers Johannes Kepler and Tycho Brahe, the founder of the psychoanalytic school of psychiatry 
Sigmund Freud, physicists Ernst Mach, Nikola Tesla, Albert Einstein, engineer Viktor Kaplan and logician Kurt Gödel. 
 
Sports:Sports play a part in the life of many Czechs, who are generally loyal supporters of their favorite teams or individuals. The 
three leading sports in the Czech Republic are ice hockey, football and sport shooting,with the first two drawing the largest attention 
of both the media and supporters. Tennis is also a very popular sport in the Czech Republic. The many other sports with professional 
leagues and structures include basketball, volleyball, team handball, track and field athletics and floorball. The Czech ice hockey 
team won the gold medal at the 1998 Winter Olympics and has won six gold medals at the World Championships including three 
straight from 1999 to 2001. In total the country has won 14 gold medals in summer (plus 49 as Czechoslovakia) and five gold medals 
(plus two as Czechoslovakia) in winter Olympic history. 
 
Sport is a source of strong waves of patriotism, usually rising several days or weeks before an event. The events considered the most 
important by Czech fans are: the Ice Hockey World Championships, Olympic Ice hockey tournament, UEFA European Football 
Championship, UEFA Champions League and qualification matches for such events. In general, any international match of the Czech 
ice hockey or football national team draws attention, especially when played against a traditional rival. 
 
The Czech Republic also has great influence on tennis with such players as, Ivan Lendl, 8 times Grand Slam singles champion, 2010 
Wimbledon Championships – Men's Singles finalist Tomáš Berdych, 2011 Wimbledon Championships – Women's Singles champion, 
Petra Kvitová, 1998 Wimbledon Women's Singles title Jana Novotná, 2011 Wimbledon Championships – Women's Doubles champion 
Květa Peschke and 18 time Grand Slam Champion Martina Navratilova. 
 
Czech Attitude 
 
Czechs welcome foreign investment in their countries to help promote the transition to a free-market economy; they are eager to 
work for foreign concerns. Czechs are proud of their centuries of participation in the economic and cultural life of Central Europe and 
appreciate an attitude of patience and mutual respect. The Republic has changed laws and regulations to make foreign investment 
easier and more profitable. 
 
Foreign businesswomen are taken seriously, but they may have to be more forceful than they would normally be. Equality of the 
sexes is guaranteed, but the underlying reason for equality had to do with a need for the maximum number of people in the 
workforce during the communist era. The Czech Republic is still a male dominated society. Feminism is stronger in the Czech 
Republic than in many other countries in the region, but does not equal that in Western countries. Women have equal access to 
education; and they are found in all professions, but generally in secondary and mid- to low-level positions. Those, however, who do 
achieve higher positions are very impressive. Women make a substantial contribution to the Czech economy almost half the labor 
force is female. Female employment – 77 percent of women work – is among the highest in the world. There is, however, a 
significant wage disparity that favors men over women. 
 
The Czechs admire professionalism, whether of a degree type or of skilled manual labor. Education is valued. They do not hesitate to 
express their opinions, but also conform to their society’s expectations of cooperation. There are occasional traces of the old 
communist attitude of service, but most attitudes are easily conforming to the new capitalist environment 
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TOURISM 
 
The Czech economy gets a substantial income from tourism. In 2011, Prague was the sixth most visited city in Europe.In 2001, the 
total earnings from tourism reached 118.13 billion CZK, making up 5.5% of GNP and 9.3% of overall export earnings. The industry 
employs more than 110,000 people – over 1% of the population. In 2008, however, there was a slump in tourist numbers in Prague, 
possibly due to the strong Czech koruna (crown) making the country too expensive for visitors, compared to the level of services that 
were available. 

 
The country's reputation has also suffered with guidebooks and 
tourists reporting overcharging by taxi drivers and pickpocketing 
problems. Since 2005, Prague's mayor, Pavel Bém, has worked to 
improve this reputation by cracking down on petty crime and, 
aside from these problems, Prague is a safe city. Also, the Czech 
Republic as a whole generally has a low crime rate. For tourists, 
the Czech Republic is considered a safe destination to visit. The 
low crime rate makes most cities and towns safe to walk around 
even after dark. 
 
There are several centres of tourist activity. The spa towns, such 
as Karlovy Vary, Mariánské Lázně and Františkovy Lázně, are 
particularly popular holiday destinations. Other popular tourist 
sites are the many castles and chateaux, such as those at 
Karlštejn Castle, Český Krumlov and the Lednice–Valtice area.  

 
There are 15 churches elevated to the rank of basilica by the Pope. Away from the towns, areas such as Český ráj, Šumava and the 
Krkonoše Mountains attract visitors seeking outdoor pursuits. The country is also famous for its love of puppetry and marionettes 
with a number of puppet festivals throughout the country. Aquapalace Praha in Čestlice near Prague, is the biggest water park in 
central Europe. 
 
The Czech Republic also has a number of beer festivals, including: Czech Beer Festival (the biggest Czech beer festival, it is 17 days 
long and held every year in May in Prague), Pilsner Fest (every year in August in Plzeň), The "Olomoucký pivní festival" (in Olomouc) 
or festival "Slavnosti piva v Českých Budějovicích" (in České Budějovice). 
 
THE CZECH LANGUAGE 
 
The Czech language might initially be a little hard to grasp for new expats, but amongst language aficionados is renowned for its 
precise and wide dialects. As a Slavic language, it has a lot in common with its neighbors of Polish, Russian, Slovakian and 
Serbian.Just as with most European cities, you will actually be able to get by using only English or German, but as you move further 
out into the countryside, the ability to make yourself understood without some Czech will decrease dramatically. 
 
Its recommended to join a language course whilst in the Czech Republic. Aside from making your day-to-day life more convenient, 
having just a few words goes a very long way to ingratiating yourself with the locals. Classes are particularly recommended as Czech 
is quite hard to pick up on your own; the construction of words will appear strange as it is not a phonetic language. Some words have 
no vowels at all, but there are six vowels to learn, many of which are similar to the Latin-based languages. Every letter has an 
independent sound, which is often distinguished by its accent, which may appear to complicate the words but has a quite logical 
structure. 

Vocabulary 

Hello – Dobrý den 

Goodbye – Nashledanou 

Thankyou – Dekuji 

I don’tunderstand – Nerozumím 

Do you speak English? – Mluvíteanglicky? 

My name is … – Méjméno je … 

Yes – Ano (often confusingly shortened to ‘No’) 

One – Jeden 

Two – Dva 

Three – Tri 

Four – Ctyri 

Five – Pet 

Please – Prosím 

Beer – Pivo 

Wine – Víno 

Entrance – Vchod 

Exit – Vycho 
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ECONOMY 
 
The Czech Republic possesses a developed, high-incomeeconomy 
with a GDP per capita of 80% of the European Union average. One 
of the most stable and prosperous of the post-Communist states, 
the Czech Republic saw growth of over 6% annually in the three 
years before the outbreak of the recent global economic crisis. 
Growth has been led by exports to the European Union, especially 
Germany, and foreign investment, while domestic demand is 
reviving. 
 
Most of the economy has been privatised, including the banks 
and telecommunications. The current centre-right government 
plans to continue with privatisation, including the energy industry 
and the Prague airport. It has recently agreed to the sale of a 7% 
stake in the energy producer, CEZ Group, with the sale of the 
Budějovický Budvar brewery also mooted. A 2009 survey in 
cooperation with the Czech Economic Association found that the 
majority of Czech economists favor continued liberalization in 
most sectors of the economy. 
 
The country is part of the Schengen Area from 1 May 2004, having abolished border controls, completely opening its borders with all 
of its neighbours, Germany, Austria, Poland and Slovakia, on 21 December 2007. The Czech Republic became a member of the World 
Trade Organisation. 
 
The last Czech government led by social democrats had expressed a desire to adopt the euro in 2010, but the current centre-right 
government suspended that plan in 2007. An exact date has not been set up, but the Finance Ministry described adoption by 2012 as 
realistic,if public finance reform passes. However, the most recent draft of the euro adoption plan omits giving any date. Although 
the country is economically better positioned than other EU Members to adopt the euro, the change is not expected before 2019, 
due to political reluctance on the matter. 
 
The Programme for International Student Assessment, coordinated by the OECD, currently ranks the Czech education system as the 
15th best in the world, higher than the OECD average.The Czech Republic is ranked 30th in the 2012 Index of Economic Freedom. 
 
 
 
 
 
Expats living in the Czech Republic, especially in its capital Prague, form an ever growing group.  Life in the Czech Republic is a 
culturally and economically attractive option for expats. The country’s turbulent history, especially in the second half of the 20th 
century, has left its marks on life in the Czech Republic. However, it has also given the people living in the Czech Republic the chance 
for a new beginning. 
 
MOVING TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC: VISAS AND INMIGRATION 

 
Members from the EU/EEA or nationals from the following countries:- 
Australia, Canada, USA do not require a visa or return ticket. 
The Czech Republic became participants in the Schengen Agreement in 
December 2007 for overland entry points and seaports and, in March 
2008 for Airports. 
 
Foreign nationals from outside the groups stated above should check 
with the Czech Embassy or Consulate for further information. 
 
Visa Requirements 
 
Since the EU accession of the Czech Republic in 2004, citizens of all 
other member states enjoy the freedom to move to the Czech Republic 
without a visa. Citizens of most other countries must apply for a visa 

before moving to the Czech Republic. There are, however, roughly 40 states which are exempt from visa requirements through EU 
regulations. You can find a list of these countries in the "Information for Aliens" section on the website of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czech Republic. 
 

Living in the Czech Republic 
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If you are not a citizen of one of these countries, you should find out what sort of visa you require before moving to the Czech 
Republic. There are only two main categories: long-term visas and short-term (Schengen) visas. Both can be issued for employment 
purposes, but they do not replace a work permit. In order to take up employment upon moving to the Czech Republic, you must 
apply for a work permit at a Czech Labour Office. You must apply for your visa at a Czech mission abroad well in advance of moving 
to the Czech Republic. In order to locate the Czech embassy or consulate with local competency over your place of residence, please 
consult the pages of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 
Moving to the Czech Republic: Schengen Visa for Employment Purposes 
 
A Schengen visa entitles its holder to stay within the Schengen area for 90 days within 180 days. Assuming the Czech Republic is your 
main destination within the Schengen area (or at least the first point of entry into the Schengen area), you should apply for your visa 
at a Czech diplomatic mission abroad at least two weeks before moving to the Czech Republic. 
 
Your Schengen visa application for moving to the Czech Republic should include: 
 

•A completed application form 
•Your passport 
•A photograph 
•Document detailing why you are moving to the Czech Republic (e.g. work permit or work contract) 
•Proof of sufficient financial means to sustain yourself after your move to the Czech Republic (e.g. bank statement or work 
contract) 
•Proof of your intention to leave the Czech Republic once your visa expires 

 
In most cases, applications for moving to the Czech Republic on a Schengen visa are reviewed within seven to 15 days. However, to 
be on the safe side you should apply two months in advance of moving to the Czech Republic. 
 

 
 
Moving to the Czech Republic: Long-term Visa for Employment Purposes 
If you plan on moving to the Czech Republic for a period exceeding 90 days, you need a long-term visa (type D). In addition to the 
requirements for a Schengen visa, you must supply the following with your application: 
 

•A second photograph 
•A document confirming the availability of accommodation from the date of your move to the Czech Republic until you 
leave 
•An excerpt from the penal register of your country of normal residence 
•A medical report 
•Proof of medical insurance covering you for up to €60,000 from the day of moving to the Czech Republic until you 
commence employment in the Czech Republic 
•Proof of payment of your visa application fee 

 
If in a foreign language, all documentation you provide must be translated into Czech by a certified translator. Please note that you 
may be required to attend an interview at the Czech diplomatic mission where you submitted your visa application. 
 
If you are moving to the Czech Republic for business rather than employment purposes, make sure you can furnish proof that you 
are authorized to carry out your business in the Czech Republic. 
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WORKING IN CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
Working in the Czech Republic holds plenty of opportunities for expats. Its stable and prosperous market economy and convenient 
location in Central Europe provide favorable conditions for working in the Czech Republic. Ever since the fall of the Iron Curtain, the 
Czech Republic has continued to attract expats. This may be partly due to the charms of its capital Prague, but it’s of course also 
owing to astute economic management which has overseen the privatization of the economy and its opening up to foreign 
investment since the early 1990s. With EU accession in 2004, working in the Czech Republic has become an even more realistic 
options for many expats. Working in the Czech Republic is rendered attractive to foreign employees and international companies 
through the country’s central location within Europe.  
 
The Czech Republic has excellent transport and infrastructure links to both the West and the East, thus providing an excellent base 
for doing business with Germany and Russia, for example. It’s only natural then that the country with the best infrastructure in 
Central Europe also attracts the biggest share of direct foreign investment in the region. Other advantages of working in the Czech 
Republic include a skilled workforce and an open economy. While the Czech language probably poses one of the biggest obstacles to 
foreigners working in the Czech Republic, the good news is that English is widely spoken throughout the business world. 
 
Main Industries: The Czech Republic proudly looks back on a long and powerful manufacturing tradition. During the 19th century, 
Bohemia and Moravia were the industrial powerhouse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. In the inter-war years, Czechoslovakia (as it 
was then called) established itself as one of the leading manufacturing economies in the world. With roughly 39% of the total labor 
force working in the Czech Republic’s industries, the secondary sector is still comparatively strong. This is also reflected in its 38% 
share of the country’s GDP. 
 
The Czech Republic’s major industries are motor vehicles, machinery and equipment, metallurgy (including iron and steel 
production) and metalworking, glass, china, ceramics, brewing, armaments, electronics, footwear, wood, paper products, chemicals, 
and pharmaceuticals. The automotive industry (including its suppliers) accounts for around 20% of manufacturing and is thus the 
country’s largest single industry. The Czech Republic is also the 16th largest producer of beer in the world. 
 
A strong manufacturing industry is usually heavily dependent on export. This is also the case for companies and people working in 
the Czech Republic. As a result, the economic downturn starting in late 2008 affected industries and employees working in the Czech 
Republic to no lesser degree than its main trading partners, i.e. Germany and the rest of Western Europe, Slovakia, Poland, Russia, 
China, and the US. 
 
The financial sector, on the other hand, remained relatively healthy as people working in the Czech Republic’s banks profited from 
the sector’s relatively conservative orientation. As a result of privatization, most banks in the Czech Republic are now foreign owned. 
The tertiary sector in general is on the rise in the Czech Republic, as it is in most other modern economies. Already accounting for 
roughly 60% of the total labor force working in the Czech Republic, it is predicted to grow as the country moves towards a more 
high-tech, service-based knowledge economy. 
 
The tourism industry in particular is on the rise, providing a substantial source of income to people working in the Czech Republic. 
While Prague continues to attract record numbers of tourists every year, the country’s many famous spa towns (such as Karlovy Vary 
or MariánskeLázně) as well as its châteaux and castles are also increasingly popular tourist destinations. Employing only 3% of the 
people working in the Czech Republic, the agricultural sector is in decline. 
 
The main challenges which have been identified for foreigners working in the Czech Republic are bureaucracy and corruption, both 
very typical for post-Communist societies. As awareness of corruption, especially in public procurement, is rising among domestic 
and foreign businesses working in the Czech Republic, Czech officials will surely take adequate steps to counteract this development. 
Another major hurdle foreigners have to tackle when working in the Czech Republic is the Czech language, which is not one of the 
easier languages to learn. While English is indeed widely spoken and may well be the language of business in many international 
companies, expats will find it very hard to start working in the Czech Republic for a domestic company without at least a basic 
knowledge of Czech. 
 

Business Culture: Business relationships in the Czech Republic are 
built on familiarity and trust, and you are likely to have to make 
regular trips for meetings with your Czech business counterparts. 
Czechs are often very cautious when dealing with new business 
contacts, and initial meetings are held just for the purpose of 
getting to know each other. The reserved Czech manner may 
initially be perceived as a little cold and impersonal, but they are 
actually a warm and hospitable people. It is essential to make 
appointments in advance, preferably in writing. English and 
German are commonly used when communicating with overseas 
visitors, although it will be appreciated if you translate your written 
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correspondence into Czech. Try to arrive early for your meeting, as punctuality is highly valued in the Czech Republic. Business attire 
consists of dark suits.   
The normal form of greeting is a firm handshake, with good eye contact. Status is important here, and personal or professional titles 
should be used when addressing people; first names are not generally used in business. Business cards are exchanged at meetings, 
and should include details of any academic or professional qualifications. 
 
The Czech business culture is formal and hierarchical: decisions are made by senior managers and rarely questioned by their 
subordinates. Negotiations can be long and protracted, as the Czechs pay great attention to detail, and like to follow established 
procedures. Prepare your presentation thoroughly, and back it up with lots of evidence and data, but avoid hard-sell tactics. Czechs 
like to avoid conflict, and may indicate disagreement by their body language, or by giving an indirect answer rather than a directly 
negative response. Decisions may be delayed until after the meeting, and you should be prepared for a lengthy wait, due to the 
systematic decision-making process and the complex bureaucracy.  
 
Despite their formal business culture, the Czechs like to hold long leisurely lunches, over which business is often conducted. It is not 
normal practice to give gifts in Czech business, but a small gift such as wine or flowers is appropriate if you are invited to the home of 
your Czech business contact. 
 
HOUSING & ACCOMMODATION  
 
Rental property is in short supply, especially in Prague's more desirable neighborhoods. It is important to contact a reputable real 
estate agency that is familiar with the rental market in the area you select. You can expect to pay the agency either a fixed sum for 
mediation or the equivalent of a month's rent or a portion thereof.  The rental-housing situation is rather complicated. Landlords 
may be individuals or corporate entities. Apartments and flats fall under one legal category, while houses fall under a separate legal 
category.  It is crucial to enter into a rental agreement with a valid occupational lease within which every single detail of the lease is 
clearly specified in writing. It is strongly advised that the prospective renter engage a solicitor to ensure the lease is accurate and 
that it provides him/her with full protection under the complex laws governing property rental. It is not unheard of for landlords 
negotiating with foreigners to request up to six months rent in advance, in addition to a security deposit.  
 
Generally however, rents are paid monthly, often via automated bank withdrawal. Leases that are inclusive of utilities are not 
uncommon. In that event, advance payments are set by the landlord depending upon the number of occupants and estimated 
consumption. Occasionally the advance payments for services may be based upon the square footage of the residence. Most 
foreigners rent through the "free market", as opposed to controlled-rent units that are strictly regulated by the government. Free 
market rentals are generally much more expensive but may be the only available option, as the desirable lower-cost controlled rent 
units are usually occupied long term by Czech citizens.  
 
Buying Property: Foreigners have equal rights of property ownership as citizens of the Czech Republic. Recent rules liberalized access 
to the market for overseas investors, and whilst EU-member citizens and residents of certain favored countries technically require 
permission to reside in order to purchase property, permission will automatically be granted without having to provide a reason 
why. Favored nations include Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein and the US. Previously, foreigners had to establish private companies to 
purchase property on their behalf. 
 

The Czech property market has seen some fairly dramatic peaks and troughs 
over the last ten years, but looks to be entering a period of stability with 
favorable prices for expat investment. After the recession at the end of the 
last century, prices for renting and buying surged nearly twenty percent 
between 2000 and 2003, but during the next economic upset in 2008, the 
same prices plunged 38 percent in just a few weeks. Czech Business Weekly 
reported that in response, Czech developers started to offer significant 
discounts, knocking off as much as 30 percent of the valuation price, offering 
free furnishing, parking spaces and even a free year’s mortgage payment. 
 
Prague in particular has historically had the highest rental prices, mainly 
driven by expatriate demand. However, as the Czech economy has matured 
and the country shifted to a more western European standard, more and 

more local employees have become cost-effective alternatives to foreign management. As a result, there is an oversupply of luxury 
rental properties vacated by the expat managers, meaning that top-end apartments have dropped as much as 70 percent in value 
since 2000. 
 
The Czech Republic’s Central Bank has said that across 2011, it expects property prices to slowly decline, with downward pressure 
coming from new rent deregulations, oversupply of apartments and the widening of the market to overseas investment. 
Additionally, the Czech Finance Ministry has announced proposals to increase the property tax on premium and luxury property that 
would allow local authorities to charge tax based on individual value estimates, rather than the current system of an eight percent 
flat rate. This is expected to further lower the price of luxury rental prices. 
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An unusual feature of the Czech property market is the high instance of properties owned by parties unknown. The identity of the 
owners of nearly ten percent of all private property is a complete mystery, as far as the central land registry is concerned, with the 
deeds of ownership unregistered and securely held by agents and banks. This should not be a particular concern for expats, except 
when it comes to paying real-estate tax, which should be payable by the owner, but will fall to the user or occupant of the property, 
should ownership not be ascertainable. 
 
Following the collapse of communism property buying in former Soviet countries has become popular. Prague in particular has 
become a property ‘hot spot’. The process of purchase however, is complicated and involves a great deal of bureaucracy which 
delays the process. It is no longer necessary to form a limited liability company in order to purchase property in the Czech Republic 
since they joined the EU in 2004 although this is still the recommended course to take in order to avoid heavy taxation and liability 
issues. Expatriates with residence permits are able to purchase land and property freely although they are not permitted to buy 
agricultural land or forestry. Expatriates are advised to engage a reputable, experienced and English speaking lawyer before 
embarking on any commitments involving the purchase of land or property. 
 
UTILITIES 
 
It is important to register for services before moving into a residence in order to avoid the inconvenience of being without power, 
water, gas etc. upon arrival. The process can take quite a long time, even weeks. Documents will be required when registering for 
services including proof of tenancy or ownership of the property and residents permit. The standard electricity supply in the Czech 
Republic is 230 volts and 50 Hz. Expats from outside the EU bringing in electrical goods that are not compatible should obtain a 
voltage converter. 
 
You should register for basic services prior to moving into a house or apartment in order to avoid the inconvenience of being without 
power, water, gas etc. upon arrival. The registration process can take several days, and sometimes weeks. It is advisable to begin the 
process well before you anticipate taking up residence in the house or apartment.  
 
Electricity:Register at the service office of the regional distributor for your district. You will pay an administrative fee and arrange an 
advance payment for electric usage. A technician will come to your residence and connect a meter.  
 
Documents required:  
 
- Completed electric energy consumption registration application 
- Occupational lease (or proof of ownership) 
- Owner's approval for service connection (if leased) 
- Czech citizen guarantor (if status is other than permanent resident)  
 
The Czech government sets the cost of electricity for household consumption. An estimated payment is required in advance every 
month (rarely every two months). You will receive quarterly statements detailing your usage to date, and a payment envelope for 
any usage that might exceed the amount of your advance payments for those months. If the total amount of electricity you consume 
is consistently larger than the amount your advance payment is based upon, you will be asked to increase your monthly advance 
payment to compensate. If your energy consumption is less than your advance payments you will receive a refund with your 
quarterly statement.  
 
Gas: Each region has a separate gas company. You must register with the one that services your district. In order to register you will 
need to provide a copy of the lease agreement or proof of ownership. The Czech government sets the price of household gas. Gas 
usage is paid for in advance each month. A summary of use statement is generally issued annually.  
 
Water: Water consumption is generally included in the lease agreement. If you are the new owner of a property you must register 
with the Water and Sewerage Company in your district to continue service. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
The education in the Czech Republic is compulsory for children between the 
ages of 6 years and 15 years. There is nursery education available for pre-
school children but this is not free and subject to fees. Up until quite 
recently, all education was free to every child, but changes have been 
introduced with fees now being brought in for University and some other 
higher educational institutions. 
 
The school system in the Czech Republic differs from that found in much of 
Europe and the United States. Children begin elementary school at the age 
of six (many also attend kindergarten or preschool beforehand). Upon 
completing nine years of study, they can choose to continue their education 
at either a secondary or high school (called gymnazium) for four years; a 
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vocational school for two to four years; or through apprenticeship training. After passing their "maturita" (comprehensive exams), 
select students can go to university, the highest level of education available. Entrance requirements to Czech universities are quite 
strict and very competitive. All applicants must successfully complete discipline-related entrance exams.  
 
Traditionally, the literacy rate in the Czech Republic has been very high, approximately 99 percent. To date, all education, including 
post secondary education, has been totally free of charge. Due to recent changes in the educational system, however, schools are no 
longer exclusively state-run, and numerous private schools have been established in the past few years. In the near future, university 
level students may be required to contribute to the cost of their studies.  
 
In addition to the private and state-run Czech schools, there are several private international schools that provide accredited 
educational programs in English, French and German. The British and American curricula are particularly well represented.For 
expatriates, there are Internationals schools in Prague.The Czech Republic, and particularly Prague, offers a wide range on 
international schooling options, with most major western curriculums available. British, French, American, German and Japanese 
international schools provide expat children with education contiguous with the school environment that they have come from or 
are going to return to. Prague also offers specialized schools, such as the International Montessori School, the International Christian 
School and the International Music School. Few expats enroll their children in the local education system, which, although adequate 
by European standards, is considered to be too much of a linguistic challenge as all classes will be in Czech. 
 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS IN PRAGUE 
International School of Prague (ISP) 

The Prague British School (PBS) 

English International School of Prague (EISP) 

International Montessori School of Prague (IMSP) 

Christian International School of Prague 

Deutsche SchulePrag 

LyceeFrancais de Prague 

Riverside School of Prague 

International School of Music and Fine Arts 

 
Most major cities in the Czech Republic have a university. Prague is the home of Charles University, the largest and most prestigious 
university in the country and one of the oldest in the world, having been founded in 1348. Other top Czech universities include 
Masaryk University in Brno, PalackÃƒcentsEURÃ‚Â¡ University in Olomouc, West Bohemian University in Pilsen, and South Bohemian 
University in Ceske Budejovice. Other higher education establishments are Silesian University in Opava, Czech Technical University in 
Prague, Czech Technical University in Brno and many others. Prestigious art schools are based in Prague: Academy of Fine Arts, 
Academy of Applied Arts, and the Academy of Performing Arts including the famous Prague Film School. Most of these offer 
programs to foreigners in English.  
 
BANKING 
 
The Czech Republic is still largely a cash economy. Personal checks are not used as a payment option for general shopping. Credit 
cards are increasingly accepted in hotels, restaurants and higher-end shops, but it is recommended that you inquire as to the 
preferred method of payment prior to purchasing.  
 
Banks are generally open between 8am and 5pm Monday to Friday. Most banks 
are closed on weekends. Foreign exchange offices are located throughout the 
major cities, especially in tourist areas. Most charge a 2% commission, but may 
have other hidden charges. In order to open a bank account you must provide:  
 

 Passport or travel ID 

 Copy of registration with Czech authorities, visa, or temporary 
residence permit 

 Address and local contact telephone number  
 
Automatic Teller Machines are fairly new to the Czech Republic but are growing 
in popularity. Most have multilingual instructions. They generally charge a small 
percentage and the usual bank fee, which is minimal. Bankcards are probably 
the most cost-effective means of obtaining local currency after hours. Note: 
Prague's 24-hour Chequepoints charge a 10% commission on cash withdrawals.  
Some popular banks: eBanka, Citibank, Ceská Konsolidacní Agentura, GE Capital, 
HNB Bank Czech Republic...A complete list of banks in Prague can be found by 
visiting the website of the Czech National Bank:  
 
http://www.cnb.cz/en/bd_seznam04.php 

http://www.cnb.cz/en/bd_seznam04.php
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HEALTH 
 
The health care system in the Czech Republic is on par with the basic standards 
of western European care, with medical professionals being usually adequately 
equipped and well trained. Primary health care is provided by the state, 
including general medical care, maternal and child health, dentistry, 
gynecology, emergency medical services and preventive services such as 
immunization and screening. Secondary and tertiary care is also provided, 
including nearly all modern specializations. 
 
Whilst Czech medical professionals are well trained and adequately equipped, 
there are issues of them being underpaid. The Czech health care system 
recently faced down a serious crisis where around a third of all its doctors had 
resigned en mass. Negotiations promising a high salary and more influence in 
national medical policy averted the walk-outs that were due to occur in March 
2011 and would have nearly certainly resulted in the complete collapse of the 
health system. 
 

Three years ago Prague hospitals had 368 vacancies for medical staff, a figure which has now doubled as newly qualified doctors 
leave for Germany and elsewhere in Western Europe. The number of doctors graduating is decreasing and the average age of 
working doctors is increasing.  
 
Expats with a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) will be entitled to free or reduced cost emergency care, although both 
European and non-European citizens are strongly recommended to either obtain comprehensive medical insurance or check that 
their current policy is adequate. The Czech Republic has many excellent private medical facilities that benefit from the well trained 
local staff, but with none of the funding shortfalls. The vast majority of the facilities are in Prague, with the availability trailing off 
quickly as you go further into rural areas.All foreign nationals entering the Czech Republic are required to demonstrate proof of 
health insurance. EU nationals are able to receive healthcare in the Czech Republic providing they are in possession of an EHIC, a 
European Health Insurance Card. It should be remembered that the healthcare system may be different in other countries to that of 
the visitors own country. The quality of healthcare in the Czech Republic varies throughout the country but the service is excellent in 
Prague and other main cities. The healthcare service in the Czech Republic is funded through compulsory contributions sourced 
direct from salaries. 
 
CRIME AND SAFETY  
 
Large scale civil disorder or government instability is rare in the Czech Republic, and 
despite its open land borders, it remains essentially free of international threats or 
terrorist activity. Incidences of violent crime are low, and the biggest crime demographic 
by far is pick-pocketing in densely populated tourist areas. Expats are advised to be 
vigilant about their personal items around Prague’s restaurants and train stations, and on 
public transportation around the city center. The level of crime in the Czech Republic and 
particularly Prague are the usual petty crimes common to any major European capital. 
 
DRIVING  
In the Czech Republic, vehicles are driven on the right side . People who wish to drive 
their vehicles into the Czech Republic from other countries in Europe must provide the 
following:  
 
- Valid passport 
- Your national drivers license (required) 
- International Driving Permit (recommended) 
- Vehicle registration documents 
- Green Card insurance cover 
- Written proof of permission from the vehicle's owner (if borrowed) 
- National identity sticker affixed to the rear of the vehicle 
- First aid kit 
- Two red warning triangles in case of breakdown 
- Replacement bulbs for all lights  
 
The minimum age for driving in the Czech Republic is 18 years. If you wish to use the motorways in the Czech Republic it is essential 
to purchase a vignette to fix to the windscreen which can be purchased from petrol stations and post offices. The following must be 
observed when driving in the Czech Republic: 
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 Seat belts must be worn front and back and children under the age of 12 are not permitted to sit in the front passenger 
seat. 

 The Czech Republic operates zero tolerance to drink driving. 

 The speed limits are 130 kph on motorways, 90 kph on main roads outside built up areas, 80 kph for cars with caravan or 
trailer travelling outside a built up area or on motorways, 50 kph in built up areas. 

 Headlights to be used at all times except when waiting at a train crossing in which case lights should be dimmed until the 
train has passed. 

 
Despite the otherwise Western European shift in Czech society, the roads and drivers can leave a lot to be desired. Road fatalities 
per capita are particularly higher than the European average, making it one of the more dangerous places to drive in Europe. The 
motorways are usually of an acceptable standard, but drivers turning off into two-lane roads will quickly encounter uneven surfaces, 
irregular lane markings, and signposts apparently placed purely according to whimsy. 
 
Czech law requires a toll sticker to drive legally on major highways, that drivers have their headlights on at all times when driving and 
all cars carry one of each of the following items: fluorescent green high visibility safety jacket, first aid kit, spare pair of prescription 
glasses kept in the glove compartment (if necessary), warning triangle and complete set of spare bulbs. Czech law requires a lot of 
things of motorists, and if you see someone actually complying with them, say ‘hello’ as they might be from the same country as you. 
There is a zero-tolerance policy for alcohol and driving; driving with any trace of detected alcohol, however slight, is illegal. Keep this 
absolute rule in mind when you inevitably encounter the extremely good local beer. 
 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT  
 
The Czech Republic has a good network of both rail and bus services. The metros, trams and buses in Prague and the larger cities 
make a good alternative to driving as they are efficient and reasonably priced. The tickets can be bought at all Metro stations and 
some kiosks. There are domestic and international rail services on the Red metro line which are fast and convenient. Tickets can be 
bought from offices in the railway stations, from vending machines located in the stations or from travel agencies. There are 
international services to the Czech Republic border countries from Prague. 
 
Václav Havel Airport in Prague is the main international airport in the country. In 2010, it handled 11.6 million passengers, which 
makes it the busiest airport in Central and Eastern Europe. In total, Czech Republic has 46 airports with paved runways, six of which 

provide international air services in Brno, 
Karlovy Vary, Mošnov (near Ostrava), Pardubice, 
Prague and Kunovice (near Uherské Hradiště). 
České dráhy (the Czech railways) is the main 
railway operator in the Czech Republic, with 
about 180 million passengers carried yearly. Its 
cargo division, ČD Cargo, is the fifth largest 
railway cargo operator in the European Union. 
With 9,505 km of tracks, the Czech Republic has 
one of the densest railway networks in Europe. 
Of that number, 2,926 km is electrified, 7,617 
km are single-line tracks and 1,866 km are 
double and multiple-line tracks. In 2006 the new 
Italian tilting trains Pendolino ČD Class 680 
entered service. They have reached a speed of 
237 km/h setting a new Czech railway speed 
record. 

 
The road network in the Czech Republic is 55,653 km long. and 738,4 km of motorways and 439,1 km of expressways.The speed limit 
is 50 km/h within towns, 90 km/h outside of towns and 130 km/h on expressways 
 
ENERGY  
 
In 2005, according to the Czech Statistical Office, 65.4 percent of electricity was produced by steam, combined and combustion 
power plants (mostly coal); 30 percent in nuclear plants; and 4.6 percent from renewable sources, including hydropower. Russia, via 
pipelines through Ukraine and to a lesser extent, Norway, via pipelines through Germany, supply the Czech Republic with liquid and 
natural gas. 
 
The Czech Republic is reducing its dependence on highly polluting low-grade brown coal as a source of energy. Nuclear power 
presently provides about 30 percent of the total power needs, its share is projected to increase to 40 percent. Natural gas is 
procured from Russian Gazprom, roughly three-fourths of domestic consumption and from Norwegian companies, which make up 
most of the remaining one-fourth. Russian gas is imported via Ukraine (Druzhba pipeline), Norwegian gas is transported through 
Germany. Gas consumption (approx. 100 TWh in 2003–2005) is almost double electricity consumption. South Moravia has small oil 
and gas deposits. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Telephones: The majority of Czech citizens rely upon mobile phones for their communication needs. Residential telephone lines are 
relatively uncommon and obtaining one can take months of effort and red tape. Owning a mobile phone is virtually essential. If you 
are renting a house or apartment it is unlikely a residential line will be available. If you must have a dedicated home telephone line, 
contact the provider Czech Telecom. A fee of approximately CZK 3500 applies. Most people in the Czech Republic use mobile phones 
rather than have fixed landlines. It can take months to be connected and there is a great deal of bureaucracy involved so prospective 
expats should bear this in mind. There are three primary mobile phone providers in the Czech Republic with a variety of plans to 
choose from. Mobile phone numbers are 9 digits in length and you can ascertain the provider by looking at the 3-digit prefix. Cell 
phone coverage is extensive throughout the Republic. 
 
Eurotel: www.eurotel.cz 601, 602, 606, 607, 720-729  
T-Mobile: www.t-mobile.cz 603, 604, 605, 730-739  
Oskar: www.oskarmobil.cz 608, 770-779  
 
Internet: High-speed, reliable Internet service is increasing in availability throughout the Czech Republic, although currently the 
majority of businesses rely upon mobile phones more than e-mail. If you don't have access to a computer there are numerous 
cybercafes available where you can access the Internet for an hourly fee. There are several Internet providers in Prague, among 
them: BroadNet, Casablanca INT, CentroNet, Cesnet, Contactel, Czech On Line. The Czech Republic ranks in the top 10 countries 
worldwide with the fastest average internet speed. The Czech Republic has the most Wi-Fi subscribers in the European Union.  
 
Postal Service: Although it is improving, the Czech postal service has not yet established a reputation for reliability or efficiency. 
Private courier services are available for important letters and parcels, although they can be costly. The majority of Post Offices are 
open weekdays from 8 am to 6 pm and closed on weekends.  
 
Television:The local television system is the European PAL. There are also several satellite TV providers to choose from. 
 
QUALITY OF LIFE AND RECREATION ACTIVITIES 
 
Recreation Activities& Leisure 
 
The entertainment options for expatriates are varied and plentiful, 
especially in and around Prague. There are top-notch stage-plays, opera 
performances, and first-class concerts in addition to regional cultural 
and sporting events. You will also find jazz clubs, discos, art exhibits, 
poetry readings and live entertainment at an assortment of nightclubs.  
Foreign- language (primarily American) feature films are shown (often 
with Czech subtitles), and there is a monthly film club that shows Czech 
films subtitled in English.  An excellent source for listings of these events 
is the English-language weekly newspaper, The Prague Post, and the 
monthly issue of Prehled (in Czech), which publishes a very detailed 
schedule of cultural activities and events.  
 
There are three large national parks in the Czech Republic which 
provide the expat with miles and miles of unspoilt landscape to explore with hiking and rambling trails. Skiing is a popular winter 
activity with numerous resorts in the country especially in Bohemia.  
 
Cross country skiing is a widely practiced sport with wonderful tracks to be explored. Rock climbing and caving are sports for the 
adventurous expat taking place during the summer months. Cycling is also becoming a very popular sport with many well managed 
trails to follow. In the southern part of Bohemia, horseback riding is a popular pursuit and there are riding holidays and riding treks 
on offer. With many lakes in the Czech Republic water sports also has a niche in the outdoor sporting life as well as quiet havens for 
fishing. Golf too has become increasingly popular with some beautiful courses in the country. 
 
Food & Cuisine 
 
Czech cuisine is marked by a strong emphasis on meat dishes. Pork is quite common; beef and chicken are also popular. Goose, duck, 
rabbit and wild game are served. Fish is rare, with the occasional exception of fresh trout and carp, which is served at Christmas. 
Czech beer has a long and important history. The first brewery is known to have existed in 1118 and the Czech Republic has the 
highest beer consumption per capita in the world. The famous Pilsener style beer originated in the western Bohemian city of Plzeň, 
and further south the town of České Budějovice, known as Budweis in German, lent its name to its beer, eventually known as 
Budweiser Budvar. Apart from these and other major brands, the Czech Republic also boasts a growing number of top quality small 
breweries and mini-breweries seeking to continue the age-old tradition of quality and taste, whose output matches the best in the 
world: Štiřín, Chýně, Oslavany, Kácov. Tourism is slowly growing around the Southern Moravian region too, which has been 
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producing wine since the Middle Ages; about 94% of vineyards in the Czech Republic are Moravian. Aside from Slivovitz, Czech beer 
and wine, the Czechs also produce two unique liquors, Fernet Stock and Becherovka. Kofola is a non-alcoholic domestic cola soft 
drink which competes with Coca Cola and Pepsi in popularity. 
 
Unique Czech dishes include roast pork with bread dumplings and stewed cabbage Vepřo-knedlo-zelo, roast sirloin beef with 
steamed dumplings and cream-of-vegetable sauce Svíčková na smetaně, tomato sauce Rajská or dill sauce Koprovka, roast duck with 
bread or potato dumplings and braised red cabbage, a variety of beef and pork goulash stews Guláš, fried cheese Smažák or the 
famous potato pancakes Bramboráky, besides a large variety of delicate local sausages, wurst, pâtés and smoked meats and other 
traditional local foods. Czech desserts include a wide variety of whipped cream, chocolate and fruit pastries and tarts, crepes, creme 
desserts and cheese, poppy seed filled and other types of traditional cakes buchty and koláče.Czech cuisine may not be famed for its 
refinement, but it is hearty and tasty. People living in the Czech Republic enjoy their meat and their beer (the Czech Republic has the 
highest beer consumption per capita in the whole world). The latter is, of course, also enjoyed outside the Czech Republic, especially 
in form of the two famous brews Pilsner Urquell and Budvar. 
 
Pets 
 
Expatriates wishing to bring their pets into the Czech Republic should observe the following: 

 The animal must have documentation essential for the importation of animals signed by an official veterinary practitioner 
of their own country with the following information. 

 Country the animal originates from. 

 Owner of the pet with name, address, telephone number description of the animal. 

 Evidence of rabies vaccine which must have been administered no less than thirty days before entry. Dates of all vaccine 
and date of expiry. 

 Evidence of tick and parasite hygiene. 
 
COST OF LIVING AND TAXATION 
 
Prague is considered to be the most expensive place to live in the Czech 
Republic, yet even there the cost of living is significantly lower than in 
comparable western European cities. Outside of Prague the cost of living 
decreases dramatically. Real estate costs remain significantly lower than the 
rest of western Europe, although they are on the increase.  
 
Examples: 
 

 Estimated cost of a restaurant meal for two in Italy (including wine): 
Euro 80.00 

 Estimated cost of an equivalent restaurant meal for two in Prague: 
Euro 40.00 

 Estimated cost of a similar meal for 2 in a Czech provincial town: 
25.00€ 

 
The two most expensive aspects of life in Prague are the cost of rental housing (which is in relatively short supply) and mobile 
telephone use. Rents are still significantly less expensive than in comparable western European cities.  
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NOTE: This is a rough guide to prices only and all prices are based on a median. Prices include VAT (value added tax), which remains 
at 20% full rate, or 10% reduced rate. The average costs were taken from the Tesco supermarket. An inexpensive meal for one was 
calculated at a main course (a schnizel or goulash), plus potatoes or dumplings, and two beers. The meal for two at a mid-range 
restaurant included the soup of the day, main courses, dessert and wine. Remember prices near the tourist centers are maybe 25% 
to 30% higher than the average. 

The Czech Republic’s cost of living and taxation system is in line with western European norms, with a few indicators slightly cheaper 
than the average. 
 
The income tax rate for individuals’ income is a flat rate of 15 percent, automatically deducted at source on a monthly basis. Self-
employed individuals will have to prepay annual taxes, which will be offset upon making a tax return. A foreign resident who is 
employed in the Czech Republic pays tax only on income earned in the Republic. 
 
Generally, foreigners considered tax residents are subject to income tax on their worldwide income (dependent upon the double-
taxation treaty policy that may exist between the Czech Republic and their country of origin), and non-resident foreigners are subject 
to income tax only on their Czech source income.  Foreign nationals who have a permanent home in the Czech Republic or who stay 
in the Republic for more than 183 days per year are considered to be tax residents, and are, as a rule, taxed on their worldwide 
income.  
 
In the following situations a foreigner is liable for Czech source income tax regardless of the number of days per year spent in the 
Republic:  
 
- When employed by a Czech company or branch thereof - When his/her salary is paid directly by or subsequently charged to a Czech 
permanent establishment  
- When holding the position of Member of the Board of Directors or on the Supervisory Board of a Czech registered company  
- When conducting business as a private entrepreneur 
 
The standard Value Added Tax (VAT) rate in the Czech Republic is 20 percent and in accordance with the European Union VAT 
regime. VAT is reduced to ten percent on selected item categories such as food, books and the supply of some services. Financial and 
postal services are also exempt from Czech VAT.Corporate tax as of the end of 2010 was 19 percent. 

 

Foreign Embassies 

 

EMERGENCIES  

Police  158 // City Police- 156 

Country Domain .cz 

Ambulance - Emergency 155 // Fire Emergency 150 

Telephone country code +420 

 

Interesting Links & Important Phone Numbers 

http://www.myczechrepublic.com/embassy_visa/

